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Graded Assignment
Sample College Essay
Instructions 

You will choose ONE of the essay prompts from the Common Application.  Those prompts are below.
Submit this assignment to your teacher by the due date for full credit. Save the Graded Assignment document in Folder 5 of your Career and College Portfolio.
Your teacher will use the grading rubric on the last page of this document to grade your assignment, so review the rubric before you begin writing.
(20 points)
	Score

	


Instructions
1. Choose one of the prompts below and write an essay of 300 to 500 words. 
Prompts:
[image: image1.png]Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical
dilemmayou have faced and its impact on you.

Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its
importance to you.

Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that
influence.

Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art,
music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.
Arange of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds
much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an
experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college
community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.




	Your Score
	___ of 20


Grading Rubric

Award points as shown below (for a total of 0–20 points). 

Lesson Objective: Draft a college application essay.
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Structure and Organization 
	Structure and organization are outstanding. Demonstrates coherence and smooth progression of ideas. 
	Structure and organization are well thought out. Demonstrates coherence and progression of ideas.
	Structure and organization are mostly adequate. Demonstrates some coherence and progression of ideas.

 
	Structure and organization are hard to follow. Demonstrates serious problems with coherence and progression of ideas. 


	Student did not turn in the assignment or the response was unreadable.

	Ideas and Content
	Response fully addresses the prompt topic. The ideas and content are outstanding with a clear focus. The main idea is supported by carefully chosen, relevant, and abundant details. 
	Response adequately addresses the prompt topic. The ideas and content are good with a clear focus. The main idea is usually supported by relevant and abundant details.
	Response partially addresses the prompt topic. The ideas and content are adequate but the focus is not clear. Details are limited and sometimes irrelevant.
	Response doesn’t address the prompt topic. The ideas and content have little focus. Details are limited and not clear.
	Student did not turn in the assignment or the response was unreadable.

	Originality
	The response presents an unusual perspective or a unique experience. It includes excellent details and vivid language. 
	The response presents an unusual perspective or a unique experience. It includes good details and vivid language.
	The response doesn’t present an unusual perspective or a unique experience. It includes some details.
	The response doesn’t present an unusual perspective or a unique experience. It doesn’t include any details.
	Student did not turn in the assignment or the response was unreadable.

	Purpose and Voice
	The writer’s voice is appropriate for the topic and purpose. Writer does an outstanding job of engaging the audience.
	The writer’s voice is appropriate for the topic and purpose. Writer does a good job of engaging the audience.
	The writer’s voice is inconsistent and inappropriate for the topic and purpose. Writer doesn’t have a clear conception of writing for an audience.
	The writer’s voice is almost completely missing, with little or no sense of purpose. Writer has made little attempt to engage the audience.
	Student did not turn in the assignment or the response was unreadable.

	Sentence Structure and Mechanics
	The response demonstrates meaningful variety in sentence structure. There are few, if any, errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	The response demonstrates variety in sentence structure. There are few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	The response demonstrates some variety in sentence structure. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics sometimes interfere with the reader’s ability to understand.
	The response demonstrates frequent problems in sentence structure. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics frequently interfere with the reader’s ability to understand.
	Student did not turn in the assignment or the response was unreadable.
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